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The Pacific ENSO Applications Climate (PEAC) Center will soon begin preparing its 4th Quarter Pacific ENSO Update Newsletter.  Current and past editions of the Pacific ENSO Update can be found at:  http://www.prh.noaa.gov/peac/ .  The Climate Prediction Center (CPC) stated the following in its September 8, 2011 ENSO Diagnostic Discussion, which can be found at:  (http://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov):  “La Niña conditions have returned and are expected to gradually strengthen and continue into the Northern Hemisphere winter 2011-12.”  CPC also indicated that in the eastern and central equatorial Pacific “all of the latest weekly Niño index values were -0.5°C or less.”  In addition, “the equatorial subsurface oceanic heat content anomaly (average temperature anomalies in the upper 300m of the ocean) continued to weaken and was below average”.  Some aspects of the atmosphere also continue to exhibit La Niña characteristics, such as suppressed convection near the Date Line, enhanced convection near Papua New Guinea, and low level easterly and upper level westerly wind anomalies.  Thus, CPC concludes:  “Collectively, these oceanic and atmospheric patterns reflect the return of La Niña.”                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  
Most national and international climate forecast models continue to predict ENSO-neutral conditions for the remainder of the year.   However, the primary US model has performed well over the last several months, and is predicting a continuation of La Niña.  In addition, historically, there has been a tendency for stronger La Niña events to be followed by another La Niña event.  For these reasons, CPC expects La Niña to continue into the Northern Hemisphere winter, but the eventual event strength is uncertain.            

The reappearance of La Niña is likely to diminish the chances of monsoon and tropical cyclone activity in the eastern portions of Micronesia.  There are still some residual atmospheric affects from the earlier ENSO-neutral conditions, such as enhanced monsoon and tropical cyclone activity.  This could slightly increase the tropical cyclone threat to the Mariana Islands and to Chuuk State, but not likely to the more eastern islands.  Yap and Palau will continue to experience periodic monsoon flow, with some increased chance of a tropical storm or typhoon later in the year.  For American Samoa, there is a small chance of tropical cyclone activity from January to April 2012, but mostly in the weaker developing stages.  Rainfall should be normal to slightly above normal for most locations in Micronesia.  The dry conditions in the Samoa region should improve and become wetter by December.  Sea levels are near normal at most locations, but will likely begin to rise as the La Niña matures and easterly winds strengthen. 

The current ENSO Alert System Status is: La Niña Advisory.  Go to the following web site:  http://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/analysis_monitoring/enso_advisory/enso-alert-readme.shtml for more information on the NOAA ENSO alert system.  
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