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The Pacific ENSO Applications Center (PEAC) disseminated its second quarter 2008 Newsletter (refer to http://www.soest.hawaii.edu/MET/Enso.html).  The Climate Prediction Center (CPC) stated the following in its May 8, 2008 ENSO Diagnostic Discussion (http://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov):  “A transition from La Niña to ENSO-neutral conditions is possible during June-July 2008.”  In addition, the CPC noted: “La Niña continued to weaken during April 2008, as reflected by changes in sea surface temperatures (SSTs) across the equatorial Pacific Ocean.”  In the central Pacific, the subsurface temperature anomalies also lessened, although a layer of cold water persists in the upper 100 feet of the ocean across most of the equatorial central Pacific.  In contrast to weakening ocean conditions, the atmospheric conditions continued to exhibit La Niña characteristics, in part due to the shallow layer of cold equatorial water.  Equatorial low-level easterly and upper-level westerly winds were stronger than normal, and convection was suppressed in the equatorial central Pacific and enhanced in the far western Pacific.  CPC observed that “Collectively, these atmospheric and oceanic conditions indicate an ongoing La Niña.”  
Nearly all of the latest climate forecast models indicate continuing La Niña conditions into June or July, with most indicating ENSO-neutral conditions during the second half of the year.  Some models, however, suggest a return to La Niña conditions and others a transition to El Niño.  Thus, there is considerable uncertainty about the ENSO status at the end of 2008.  CPC notes:  “Atmospheric conditions related to La Niña often persist for a couple of months after SSTs return to ENSO-neutral conditions”   That is often the case in Micronesia.            

Conditions appear to have returned to near normal for American Samoa in terms of rainfall and sea level. American Samoa will likely not experience any further tropical cyclone activity this season.  Trade winds continued to dominate the flow in Micronesia, but there were several periods of only weak trade winds, leading to more widespread deep convection over the central islands.  The near equatorial trough is becoming better developed, and this will bring near-normal to slightly above normal rainfall from Palau eastward to Kosrae.  Dry conditions in the northern Marshall Islands spread to the central and southern islands as well.  Residents of the Marshall Islands should continue to conserve water for the next month, until upper level winds become favorable for   producing persistent rain showers.  This pattern is beginning to set up, but has not become coupled to tropical moisture sources yet.  Majuro, because of its large population, may have to impose severe water conservation measures.  Monsoon and tropical storm activity for the first half of 2008 should be limited to western Micronesia, and the 2008 tropical cyclone season in Micronesia could see a late start.  The relatively strong trade winds will keep sea levels above normal for the next month or so in the western Pacific. The risk for coastal inundation during new and full moon phases has diminished at most islands, but some minor coastal flooding could occur during these periods in May.
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