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The Pacific ENSO Applications Climate (PEAC) Center’s 2nd Quarter 2012 Pacific ENSO Update Newsletter has been disseminated.  Current and past editions of the Pacific ENSO Update can be found at:  http://www.prh.noaa.gov/peac/ .  The Climate Prediction Center (CPC) and the International Research Institute for Climate and Society (IRI) stated the following in the  3 May 2012 ENSO Diagnostic Discussion, which can be found at:  (http://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov):  “La Niña has transitioned to ENSO-neutral conditions, which are expected to continue through northern summer  2012.”  CPC/IRI observed that “La Niña dissipated during April 2012, as below-average [sea surface temperatures] SSTs weakened across most of the equatorial Pacific Ocean and above-average SSTs persisted in the east”.  Furthermore, temperature anomalies in the upper 900 feet of the ocean became positive, as above average sub-surface temperature anomalies expanded in the central and eastern Pacific and below-average sub-surface temperature anomalies mostly disappeared.  Low-level easterly winds over the central equatorial Pacific weakened and the enhanced convection that persisted over Malaysia, Indonesia and the Philippines became disorganized.  As a result, CPC/IRI concluded that “Collectively, these oceanic and atmospheric patterns indicate a transition from La Niña to ENSO-neutral conditions.”                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  
The majority of national and international climate forecast computer models predict that ENSO-neutral conditions will dominate from May through the Northern Hemisphere summer.  Moreover, half of the dynamic computer models now suggest that El Niño conditions are possible as early as June-July-August.  A return to La Niña conditions later this year is now deemed unlikely.   
In Micronesia, through this summer, many locations, such as Yap and Guam should have near-average rainfall.  Chuuk, Palau, Pohnpei, and Kosrae will likely have near-average to above average rainfall, while the Marshall Islands and the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands will experience near-average to slightly below average rainfall.  Significant tropical cyclone (TC) activity will likely be delayed until the Northern Hemisphere summer, but should increase with the onset of monsoon activity in August.  TCs could develop in eastern Micronesia in October or November, especially if El Niño develops.  Sea levels should slowly fall, but could still be slightly higher than average by September or October.  In American Samoa, rainfall is expected to be near to slightly below average, and sea levels will likely remain a little above average.  The TC season for American Samoa has ended, but could begin again by October if El Niño develops.  
Current ENSO Alert System Status: Final La Niña Advisory.  See the following website:  http://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/analysis_monitoring/enso_advisory/enso-alert-readme.shtml for more information on the NOAA ENSO alert system.  
PREPARED BY NOAA’S NATIONAL WEATHER SERVICE

Coordinated with the Climate Prediction Center (CPC) and the International Research Institute for Climate and Society (IRI), the Pacific ENSO Applications Climate (PEAC) Center, and regional partners.

