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The Pacific ENSO Applications Climate (PEAC) Center is preparing its 3rd Quarter Pacific ENSO Update Newsletter.  Until its release, the 2nd Quarter Newsletter is still valid.  Current and past editions of the Pacific ENSO Update can be found at:  http://www.prh.noaa.gov/peac/ .  The Climate Prediction Center (CPC) stated the following in its July 7, 2011 ENSO Diagnostic Discussion, which can be found at:  (http://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov):  “ENSO-neutral conditions are expected to continue into the Northern Hemisphere fall 2011.”  The CPC also stated that:  “During June 2011, ENSO-neutral conditions continued as reflected by the overall pattern of small sea surface temperature (SST) anomalies across the equatorial Pacific Ocean.   In addition, subsurface temperature anomaly trends in the upper 900 feet of the equatorial Pacific Ocean were consistent with those expected under ENSO-neutral conditions.  Some residual atmospheric aspects of La Niña are still apparent in the region, but atmospheric patterns over Micronesia and American Samoa are pretty much ENSO-neutral.  CPC summarized conditions as: “Collectively, these tropical Pacific anomalies indicate ENSO-neutral conditions, but the atmospheric circulation [over parts of the region] continues to be characteristic of La Niña.”                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  
With respect to the many national and international climate forecast computer models, CPC indicates that “ENSO-neutral remains most likely into the Northern Hemisphere fall 2011, with most models and all multi-model forecasts predicting 
ENSO-neutral to continue through early 2012“.              

In much of Micronesia, monsoon activity and the tropical cyclone threat are both expected to increase over what they have been during the last several years.  This is the case for the Mariana Islands and Chuuk State.  Pohnpei State, Kosrae State and even the Republic of the Marshall Islands could experience developing tropical cyclones from September to December 2011.  In American Samoa, there is a small increased chance of tropical cyclone activity from January to April 2012, but mostly in the weaker developing stages.  Rainfall should be normal to slightly above normal for most locations in Micronesia, and should increase to near normal values in American Samoa by the end of the dry season.  The 2010-2011 La Niña-associated drought that occurred at Kapingamarangi and other equatorial islands west of the date line ended around May.   Sea levels are still slightly above normal at many locations, but should slowly return to near-normal values in the next few months. 
The current ENSO Alert System Status is: Not Active (NA).  Go to the following website:  http://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/analysis_monitoring/enso_advisory/ enso-alert-readme.shtml for more information on the NOAA ENSO alert system.  
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