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The Pacific ENSO Applications Center (PEAC) is nearly ready to issue its third quarter 2008 Newsletter (refer to http://www.soest.hawaii.edu/MET/Enso.html).  The Climate Prediction Center (CPC) stated the following in its July 10, 2008 ENSO Diagnostic Discussion (http://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov):  “ENSO-neutral conditions are expected to continue into Northern Hemisphere Fall 2008.”  In addition, the CPC noted: “A transition from La Niña to ENSO-neutral conditions occurred during June 2008, as sea surface temperatures (SSTs) returned to near-average across the central and east-central equatorial Pacific Ocean.”  In the western and central Pacific, the subsurface temperatures near thermocline depth (300-800 feet) continue to be warmer than normal, although a layer of cooler than average water persists in the upper 200 feet of the ocean across the equatorial central Pacific.  In contrast to the weakening ocean conditions, the atmosphere continues to exhibit some La Niña characteristics, in part due to the shallow layer of cooler than average equatorial water.  Equatorial low-level easterly and upper-level westerly winds were stronger than normal, and convection was suppressed in the equatorial central Pacific and enhanced in the far western Pacific.  CPC observed that “Collectively, these atmospheric and oceanic anomalies are consistent with a return from La Niña to ENSO-neutral.”  
Most of the latest climate forecast models indicate that ENSO-neutral conditions will continue through the Northern Hemisphere winter of 2008-2009.  However, there is considerable uncertainty about the ENSO status at the end of 2008 since El Niño or La Niña conditions often begin to form in the second half of the year.  CPC notes:  “Based on current atmospheric and oceanic conditions, recent trends, and model forecasts, ENSO-neutral conditions are expected to continue into the Northern Hemisphere Fall 2008.”               

Conditions appear to have returned to near normal for American Samoa in terms of rainfall and tropical cyclone activity.  Trade winds continued to dominate the flow in Micronesia, but have finally started to weaken in most of the region.  Upper level winds have become favorable for producing more persistent rain showers across the Marshall Islands and are also leading to increased rainfall over the Mariana Islands.  Yap State is still seeing some periods of dry weather, but near average rainfall should return to Yap State by late July-early August.  Monsoon activity will primarily affect western Micronesia for the next month or two, but will move eastward by September.  This could increase the risk of tropical cyclones for the Marianas, Chuuk State and Yap State.  The stronger than normal trade winds will keep sea levels above normal for the next 2-3 weeks. Despite this, the risk of coastal inundation has diminished for most locations.  
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