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The Pacific ENSO Applications Climate (PEAC) Center is preparing its 1st Quarter 2013 Pacific ENSO Update Newsletter.  Current and past editions of the Pacific ENSO Update can be found at:  http://www.prh.noaa.gov/peac/.  The Climate Prediction Center (CPC) and the International Research Institute for Climate and Society (IRI) stated the following in the 10 January 2013 ENSO Diagnostic Discussion, which can be found at:  (http://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov):  “ENSO-neutral is favored through Northern Hemisphere spring 2013.”  The CPC/IRI observed that “ENSO-neutral conditions continued during December 2012.  Equatorial sea surface temperature (SST) anomalies were positive in the western Pacific, near zero in the central Pacific, and slightly negative in the eastern Pacific.”   Equatorial sub-surface heat content anomalies in the upper 900 feet of the ocean were overall slightly below average during the month.  Tropical Pacific upper and lower level zonal winds were near average, the Southern Oscillation Index was slightly negative, and convection was depressed in the equatorial central Pacific and enhanced over western Indonesia.  CPC/IRI concluded that “Collectively, these oceanic and atmospheric features indicate  ENSO-neutral conditions.”                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  
The CPC/IRI noted that “Model predictions favor near-average SST in the Niño-3.4 region from the Northern Hemisphere winter 2012-13 into the summer 2013.”  Forecasts through the April-June season are generally less skillful, so confidence is limited for the summer forecasts.  Despite lower confidence, CPC/IRI favors ENSO-neutral conditions, and considers the development of La Niña or El Niño to be unlikely before summer.
In Micronesia, through the remainder of the Northern Hemisphere winter and into the spring, rainfall at most locations will be average to slightly below average.  Monsoon activity is no longer expected.  Locations such as Guam, the CNMI, Yap and Kwajalein will be deep into their dry season regimes and could be quite dry.  The predicted continuation of ENSO-neutral should make most Micronesia locations south of 8°north wetter than average during April, May and June 2013.  However, even the southern Marshall Islands could be dry for extended periods in January-March.  The TC threat for Micronesia will be less than during El Niño periods, but greater than during La Niña periods.  TC activity west of 150°E will likely increase in April or May. With persistent trade winds, sea levels should rise slightly in the first half of 2013.   In American Samoa, rainfall amounts are expected to be somewhat above-average with episodes of monsoon activity.  Sea levels should be near normal, except during tropical cyclone activity.  The tropical cyclone threat there should increase through April.  
The current ENSO Alert System Status is: Not Active.  See the following website:  http://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/analysis_monitoring/enso_advisory/enso-alert-readme.shtml for more information on the NOAA ENSO alert system.  
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