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The Pacific ENSO Applications Climate (PEAC) Center disseminated its 1st Quarter 2012 Pacific ENSO Update Newsletter.  Current and past editions of the Pacific ENSO Update can be found at:  http://www.prh.noaa.gov/peac/ .  The Climate Prediction Center (CPC) and the International Research Institute for Climate and Society (IRI) stated the following in the  9 February 2012 ENSO Diagnostic Discussion, which can be found at:  (http://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov):  “La Niña is likely to transition to ENSO-neutral conditions during March-May 2012.”  The CPC stated that “A mature La Niña continued during January 2012, as below average sea surface temperatures (SST) persisted across the equatorial Pacific Ocean”. Furthermore, CPC observed that “The oceanic heat content (average temperature in the upper 300m of the ocean) anomalies also weakened slightly, but continued to reflect an extensive area of below-average subsurface temperatures east of the Date Line.”  The atmosphere exhibited stronger than normal upper-level westerly and low-level easterly winds, and enhanced convection over Indonesia and suppressed convection over the central and west-central equatorial Pacific.  As a result, CPC concluded that “Collectively, the ongoing oceanic and atmospheric patterns reflect a weak-to-moderate strength La Niña.”                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  
With respect to the many national and international climate forecast computer models, a majority indicate that La Niña will weaken through the remainder of the boreal winter and dissipate in the spring before transitioning to an ENSO-neutral status.   It is still a little too early to accurately predict conditions beyond the Northern Hemisphere summer.
In Micronesia, many locations, such as Yap and the Mariana Islands, will have near-average rainfall.  Chuuk, Palau, Pohnpei, and Kosrae will likely have near-average to slightly above average rainfall, while the Marshall Islands will likely have near-average to slightly below average rainfall.  Significant tropical cyclone activity will be delayed until the early boreal summer, but will then increase with the onset of monsoon activity.  By spring, sea levels will be near normal with a decreased chance of inundation.  In American Samoa, rainfall will be near-average to slightly below average and sea levels will be near normal as well.  There is also a small chance of tropical cyclone activity around the America Samoa area until April 2012, but mostly in the weaker developing stages.  
The current ENSO Alert System Status is: La Niña Advisory.  See the following website:  http://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/analysis_monitoring/enso_advisory/enso-alert-readme.shtml for more information on the NOAA ENSO alert system.  
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