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The Pacific ENSO Applications Center (PEAC) is preparing to publish its second quarter 2009 Newsletter (refer to http://www.soest.hawaii.edu/MET/Enso.html).  The Climate Prediction Center (CPC) stated the following in its April 9, 2009 ENSO Diagnostic Discussion (http://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov):  “A transition to ENSO-neutral conditions is expected during April 2009.”  CPC further noted that “Atmospheric and oceanic conditions during March 2009 continued to reflect weak La Niña conditions.”  While sea surface temperatures (SSTs) remained cooler than normal in the eastern and east-central equatorial Pacific, they continued to exhibit warming throughout the month.  Positive subsurface heat content anomalies in the upper 300 meters of the equatorial western and central Pacific Ocean pushed eastward, while negative subsurface anomalies weakened in the eastern Pacific.  During most of April, the atmosphere continued to exhibit La Niña characteristics, with below normal convection near the International Date Line and enhanced convection across Indonesia.  Equatorial low-level easterly and upper-level westerly winds also continued across the Pacific during March and into April.  CPC noted that “Collectively, these oceanic and atmospheric anomalies are consistent with a weakening La Niña.”  
CPC expects La Niña to give way to ENSO-neutral conditions by May.  Most of the latest national and international climate forecast models support this view.  This week, equatorial low-level westerly winds penetrated eastward to 145ºE.  In addition, the strong persistent trade winds of early April have temporarily weakened.  These occurrences support a weakening of even the atmospheric affects of La Niña.         

As La Niña wanes, the trade winds will weaken, and sea levels will slowly decrease for the next couple of months.  This should reduce the risk for non-tropical cyclone-related inundation to the high and low islands.  With the emergence of equatorial westerly winds, we could see a more typical May-June beginning of tropical cyclone activity in western Micronesia.  American Samoa will be moving into its dry season, which should be relatively normal.  Rains have returned to most locations in Micronesia south of 9ºN.  The northern Republic of the Marshall Islands, northern Yap State and the Marianas will likely have below normal rainfall for the next month or so.  Chuuk and Pohnpei States and the southern Marshall Islands should return to near normal rainfall, while Kosrae State and the Republic of Palau will likely have normal to above normal rainfall.  
NOAA has implemented a new El Niño and La Niña alert system.  The current ENSO Alert System Status is: La Niña Advisory.  More information about the system can be found at:  http://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/analysis_monitoring/enso_advisory/ enso-alert-readme.shtml  
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